John McDonough wants Monash Council to think harder aboist the Oakleigh pool.
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Include centre in plan: plea

Steve Drill

TMNLESS the Cakleigh Recreation Cenfre iz
Incloderd i1 Cplanel an operade of the
Oakleiph pool 18 & waste of millions of
dillars, o baskathall eoach savs.

The Cukizigh Recreation Centre, which is
pecit dhiestt 000 the ponl, has 400,000 players
uskng it ndoo courts for basketball, soes
cper, vollavhall and nethall each year.

Adhwood Wolves Bpskathall Club prazident
Johin MeDopough said any decision ahout
thae pool =honbd alsn consiler the reereation
cen e and the tennis courts, which shared

thesite. He said the eouneil’s plans te fix the
pool wera extremealy shortsightad™.

We don't tealn thern (gt the cemtoe)
becauss there's mol enough' roafn,'™ B
beDonough said,

“Wa have §) teams. [f there was another
twio oourts we conld flL it up every night

btbweenn 5 20pm and 7.20pm, 10 times over,"
Mr MeDomough sidd His club, which has 380
members;, was  alteady  torning young
plavers away bacause it could oot mat access
to comrrs.
IMonish Cotncil will decide on the pool's
fubure in May, with repaics expectod to cost

HAG TR

o tan 36 million, Public consultation on
the pool sontinued with a “speak oul” ar thio
Crakleigh Fastival on MMareh 18,

Mayor Tom Morrissey said the focus had
been on the pool because the council had a
hudaet for itd repair,

“Hut we are definitelvy looking at the whole
complex;”" Cr Morvissay sabd.

Pool ecamprigner Julie Clearwater sald the
ish to restors the pool to it8 former glovy,

ich stacted in 2002, would fall over if the
sereathon centre was included now.

T thes (emameil) had o deeide thit, too, i
could taks 10 vears,” Ms Clearwater sald.
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UNLESS the Oakleigh Recreation Centre is
included in plans, an upgrade of the
Oakleigh pool is a waste of millions of
doliars, a basketball coach says.

The Oakleigh Recreation Centre, which is
next door to the pool, has 400,000 players
using its indoor courts for basketball, soc-
cer, volleyball and netball each year.

Ashwood Wolves Basketball Club president
John McDonough said any decision about
the pool should also consider the recreation
centre and the tennis courts, which shared

the site. He said the council’s plans to fix the
pool were “extremely shortsighted”.

“We don’t train there (at the centre)
because there’s not enough room,” Mr
McDonough said.

“We have 50 teams. If there was another
two courts we could fill it up every night
between 5.30pm and 7.30pm, 10 times over.”

Mr McDonough said his club, which has 380
members, was already turning young
players away because it could not get access
to courts.

Monash Council will decide on the pool’s
future in May, with repairs expected to cost

more than $6 million. Public consultation on
the pool continued with a “speak out” at the
Oakleigh Festival on March 18.

* Mayor Tom Morrissey said the focus had

been on the pool because the council had a
budget for its repair.

“But we are definitely looking at the whole
complex,” Cr Morrissey said.

Pool campaigner Julie Clearwater said the
push to restore the pool to its former glory,
which started in 2002, would fall over if the
recreation centre was included now.

“If they (council) had to decide that, too, it
could take 10 years,” Ms Clearwater said.




