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THE chences of speniling stiimtmars
splashing o the Oaklelgh  pool
could depind on the good graces of
the State Governmenl and the
privwing vilee of Monash residents.

Monash Councdl has annoonoed it
will apply fo the Government's
Battar Poals Funding program once
it has detalled plans for the Park Rd
pool comphex

Pool  supporters  have ontil
Febrpary 28 to give fesdback on
Maonash Couneil's four options for
redevelopment - or pencil in an
unofficinl “Gfth optton™ to restoms
the 1860 site 10 |t former glory

Twa of the controversial othnns
already put forward for  public
corment will cost 82 million more
than the modest 3.5 million budget
=at aside for the pool.

The big four

Monash Council Bas propased:

1. 5.1 millban wailer paris

1. 505 millbon heated S0m cutdoor
ook,

1L 554 mnillbas bealed 50em cutdeor
pool amd diving pood;

4 55§ million 25m ouldoar poal
which inclndes a toddlers’ section
on

W residents who want the original
S0m powl, toddbers’ pool and diving
pood to e repaired can oulline thes
on thoir feedback form,

The council can ask for a third of
the oost to develop 8 new complex -
ar repair the original Cakleigh poal
— when the Better Pools funding
roind opens In August

Oa you wimnd
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Glen Waverley's 17 milllon Mon-
ash Aguatic and Recreston Centre
received $2.5 million from the fund
when it opened in 3001

Councillor Geoff Lok, who has
provioisly spokan oul againsg the
pod, said the eouncil coald dlready
afford Oprian 3 - fxing the 5o poal
and diving poal - if it sold off Iand.

“There i= & very good chance weo
can save the pool.” Cr Lake =ald.

But n complete §7 milllon resio
raition - the unoffickl T optlon™
- would reguive topg-up funds from
the State Government, Cr Lake
=afd.

Monash mayor Tom Morrizsey
smid the council needed the Betie
Pools money pnd wis reluctant o
sell off land. "I'm not & lover of
selling off assets. Onee you =21l 3
plece of lamd you can pever get it
back,” Cr Morrissey said.

Pool exmpaigoeer Julie Clanrwater
said there waz eommunity suppor
for o ecomplets resforation. “We
] pepple o put that (unofficisl
apdlon) s thetr preferred choice on
the feedback forms."

Forms Are availzhle at
www. monash vic.gov.al or a1 Maon
ash librariss
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Steve Drill

THE chances of spending summers
splashing in the Oakleigh pool
could depend on the good graces of
the State Government and the
growing voice of Monash residents.

Monash Council has announced it
will apply to the Government’s
Better Pools Funding program once
it has detailed plans for the Park Rd
pool complex.

Pool supporters have until
February 26 to give feedback on
Monash Council’s four options for
redevelopment — or pencil in an
unofficial “fifth option” to restore
the 1950s site to its former glory.

Two of the controversial options
already put forward for public
comment will cost $2 million more
than the modest $3.5 million budget
set aside for the pool.

The big four

Monash Council has proposed:

1. $4.1 million water park;

2. $4.6 million heated 50m outdoor
pool;

3. $5.4 million heated 50m outdoor
pool and diving pool;

4, $5.6 million 25m outdoor pool
which includes a toddlers’ section;
OR

M residents who want the original
50m pool, toddlers’ pool and diving
pool to be repaired can outline this
on their feedback form.

The council can ask for a third of
the cost to develop a new complex —
or repair the original Oakleigh pool
— when the Better Pools funding
round opens in August.

Do you want
{o save the
Oakleigh pooi?

Text “WGYES”
or “WGNO” to
0402 967 387
OR
‘g Click on www.
' leadernews.com.an

‘ and follow the inks.

Glen Waverley’s $17 million Mon-
ash Aquatic and Recreation Centre
received $2.5 million from the fund
when it opened in 2001.

Councillor Geoff Lake, who has
previously spoken out against the
pool, said the council could already
afford Option 3 - fixing the 50m pool
and diving pool - if it sold off land.

“There is a very good chance we
can save the pool,” Cr Lake said.

But a complete $7 million resto-
ration - the unofficial ““fifth option”
- would require top-up funds from
the State Government, Cr Lake
said.

Monash mayor Tom Morrissey
said the council needed the Better
Pools money and was reluctant to
sell off land. “I'm not a lover of
selling off assets. Once you sell a
piece of land you can never get it
back,” Cr Morrissey said.

Pool campaigner Julie Clearwater
said there was community support
for a complete restoration. “We
need people to put that (unofficial
option) as their preferred choice on
the feedback forms.”

Forms are available at
www.monash.vic.gov.au or at Mon-
ash libraries.




Who knows? Next thing 1t could be
Christmas in July!
They wouldn’t, would they?

. OAKL&I ¢ H' Paul Ellls,

Mt Waverley.
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THE temperatures are high, the gardens are
looking sad, there are only so many visits to
large shopping centres that a teenager is
able to afford.

In the past, the local pool was an ideal
venue for all the family, including the
toddlers to have a fun and cheap day out.

Although I must commend many of our
councillors for listening to local residents, I
was disappointed that the current dis-
cussion paper for Oakleigh pool does not
include the very necessary toddler learner
pool.

I hope that when residents are completing
their pool questionnaire they will request a
toddler pool.

Meanwhile, my son and his friends have
no local, low-cost healthy water play venue.

Judith Ward,
Oakleigh.




