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Chang

Steve Drill

OAKLEIGH pool is back on deck after public
pressure forced Monash Council to change
its decision to close the pool.

The council dived back into the pool debate
at last week’s council meeting.

Councillor Stephen Dimopoulos received
applause from a 60-strong contingent of pool
campaigners when he suggested the
Oakleigh pool steering committee consider
repairing the neglected 50-metre outdoor
pool.

e of mind over
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- “My personal view is that when we
undertook consultation all our cards weren’t
on the table,” he said. “On June 6 we
discarded the possibility of a pool.”

The council voted to close the QOakleigh
pool this summer because the facility was in
desperate need of repair.

Julie Clearwater, who has been fighting for
the pool, welcomed the decision but urged
her supporters to remain active.

“We're really pleased but there’s a lot of
work still to be done,” she said.

“We haven’t won anything yet.”
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Ms Clearwater feared the council might
consider building a 25-metre pool instead of
replacing the present facility.

John Marten, a former Oakleigh mayor,
said the council’s backflip did not guarantee
Oakleigh pool would re-open.

Deputy mayor Paul Klisaris said the public
meeting at Oakleigh’s Mechanics’ Institute
hall a fortnight ago had made the councillors
reconsider the pool.

“That was really the spark that lit the fire,”
he said.

Cr Klisaris said the State Government

should contribute some of the millions that
would be needed to repair the pool. :

Public consultation on the pool will start in
October and councillors have urged people
to call them, email or write letters with their
ideas about the pool. )

Councillor Charlotte Baines said people
should have an open mind.

“This is their chance to dream and think of
everything they possibly want,” Cr Baines
said.

“People should think about their vision for
the character of Oakleigh.”



your view

Own up to unpopular decisions

AT THE August 3 Dakieigh Pool
meating. | was agein amosed 10 hear
Councillor  Stephan Dimopoulos
claim innocenoa for the closure of
the poal by remarking that he didn't
vale for the poal o close

While Ut's truee he didn't voie for
e poal to close &t ithe ooinell
mesting. &5 | understand i, be @id,
along with the other Oakleigh moon:
cillors, sit on the stearing commilies
that recommended the pool closs.

Ha, nlong with the other Oakleigh
cmincillors, effectively losded il
gun ko execiiy the pool, then hamded
I aver o e other non-Cakleigh:
hasm] comtcillors (o Tire the FEtal
shots while rying 1o wash his bands
of the deciaion.

Monazsh councillors cannof be al-
forwrad to b selactive and clalm credif
for popular decisions whils avoiding
responsibility for unpopular de-
clalons,

Jusl a8 councillors are always
eaper 1o claim thely alare of eredit
for any popular decl=sions made by
council, they muost slse have the
cotrage tn aocepl their share of
respansibility for any unpopalar de-
cisions.

While [ totally disagrow with Cr
Dremniae Mot ills decishon, [do espect
her for at least having the courego af
her copviction to stami up for wia
she baliaves

Councillors cannot ba allowed 1o
distance themeolyves from unpopular
decisinng

Az Cr Paul Klisarks sald foflowing
his alection 0 couneil. “There 1s no
roam for division, nor will i@ be
todirated.”
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Surely thess words apply o all
cauncillors and thefr decisjons,

David Dickens,

‘Winslers ML

Pooling our resources

MORE than 5 years ago when the
Oaklefgh, Moorablin, Glen Iris,
Clayinn afid ofher suburban pools
were Bulle, they catered fior a gendr-
atlen of ymmg chiliren who coald
walk around the streats, ride bikes,
amal ocatch baises on their own.

Bow  children don't  have those
freedomes Because paronts have far
more awareness of podential dangers
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and yet we are now expecied o pat
obir children on buses and send them
firther away to a neighbourhood
thint they don't know.

Thity cannot be expacted to ride ar
walk &s it |9 tosts Far aw ay. For young
pecple fo be peiting themesebves o
and from & nelghbooring sulwrd is
irre=ponaible.

The ssn=s of community will be
lost v our chikdren, they will lose the
socurity of knowing the people whio
use thelr hetal pool, Kids that know
cach other through kKinders, primry
schoals and eollepss are less likaly 1o
hawe fights as they are lnked by
friumdships

Have your say

Ppeaders can write, fax or
email to the Leader letters

P,

B Write: 1 Chapel 51,
Blackburn, 31130

W Fax: 9675 B344

B amall: monash

CiimLEU
Preterence iy gheen tnoshor, tyoed ieter,
Wi reseren The right tn sl iglters. Lefters
vkl Earry fall narm, ngdre and fwnn

For years, ‘yoiusg people have
walked from bose 0 house, picking
friends up along the way, as they
wind thetr way through local atrests
to the pool 11 was one of thely flrsi
experiences of responsibiliny,

Umioe ot the pool, they =ae kids and
paranis they know from their neigh-
bogrhood, so we as parents know
thizy are sale, becaiss althoegh they
don't have direct parental suparvis
Lo, they are belng supery|aed. Thiy
play and catch up with new and old
friends

What i gning to replace this viial
sncial experience for our youth?

Calbarian Damnis,
Eawl Dakiaigh.

Ripple effect

I ATTENDED, with 500 oilyer resl
denis, 8 meoting with our coanellors
regnnding the Cakleigh pool. What |
realise] from the meeling was that
their declsion has implications for
all my felloaw Monash reaidents.

1 leprmed, on hob days, thiro aro
elready such largse numbers atiend.
ing MARC that & sun shade has had
1o be added (o the sptranos to ghade
quenas of people waiting to pet in

I learmed that we have one of the
fewest numbars of pablic-mansgsd
ponls

Finally, I lnarned the futtire main-
femance  and developmwnd of the
Daklelgh pool could have besh e
ferred (o the State Government for
moneary sasisiance years ago. Yel
nothing was done. This Inaction
comes in =pite of the fact that jus
thrae years ago the councll agreed o
ksap the pool opan.

My fellow Monash resideni=, such
ponr decision-making will inevitably
wlect vour services as well

The counel] dogs not Koy how 1o
manage jEalf and the massive e
rise aml goenes st MARC are piroo
they db pot know what they are
doing

If wa want o keep the cooncil
honest and koep Gt stafl sarvicing
the resldents - nod just its haan-
oounier fmEnog department - please
Jain our fght

Those of uwa fghilng for the
Oakleigh pool ask Monash resldenis
tn write to onr councilines on this
issuse o any other cost-cutting and
shutting-shop services they are plan
ning will not be accepted. Wa glect
cowincillors to proparty manage the
Maasds and Emprove o servioes ami
faeilities There are 180,000 of us and
basod on how our counci] ks ravel
[ing, we deserve batier

Paul Saffigna,
Oaklelgh.
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your view

Own up to unpopular decisions

AT THE August 3 Oakleigh Pool
meeting, I was again amused to hear
Councillor Stephen Dimopoulos
claim innocence for the closure of
the pool by remarking that he didn’t
vote for the pool to close.

While it’s true he didn’t vote for
the pool to close at the council
meeting, as I understand it, he did,
along with the other Oakleigh coun-
cillors, sit on the steering committee
that recommended the pool close.

He, along with the other Oakleigh
councillors, effectively loaded the
gun to execute the pool, then handed
it over to the other non-Oakleigh-
based councillors to fire the fatal
shots while trying to wash his hands
of the decision.

Monash councillors cannot be al-
lowed to be selective and claim credit
for popular decisions while avoiding
responsibility for unpopular de-
cisions.

Just as councillors are always
eager to claim their share of credit
for any popular decisions made by
council, they must also have the
courage to accept their share of
responsibility for any unpopular de-
cisions.

While I totally disagree with Cr

Denise McGill’s decision, I do respect’

her for at least having the courage of
her conviction to stand up for what
she believes.

Councillors cannot be allowed to
distance themselves from unpopular
decisions.

As Cr Paul Klisaris said following
his election to council: “There is no
room for division, nor will it be
tolerated.” :

Julie CIearwatér with others opposing the pool closure.

Surely these words apply to all
councillors and their decisions.

David Dickens,

Wheelers Hiil.

Pooling our resources

MORE than 50 years ago when the

Oakleigh, Moorabbin, Glen Iris,
Clayton and other suburban pools
were built, they catered for a gener-
ation of young children who could
walk around the streets, ride bikes,
and catch buses on their own.

Now children don’t have those
freedoms because parents have far
more awareness of potential dangers
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and yet we are now expected to put
our children on buses and send them
further away to a neighbourhood
that they don’t know.

They cannot be expected to ride or
walk as it is too far away. For young
people to be getting themselves to
and from a neighbouring suburb is
irresponsible.

The sense of community will be
lost to our children, they will lose the
security of knowing the people who
use their local pool. Kids that know
each other through kinders, primary
schools and colleges are less likely to
have fights as they are linked by
friendships.

Have your say

Readers can write, fax or
email to the Leader letters
page.

Hll Write: 1 Chapel St,
Blackburn, 3130

H Fax: 9875 8344

Hl email: monash

@leadernewspapers. com.au
Preference s given to short, typed letters.
We reserve the right to edit letters. Letters
must carry full name, address and phone
number.

For years, young people have
walked from house to house, picking
friends up along the way, as they
wind their way through local streets
to the pool. It was one of their first
experiences of responsibility.

Once at the pool, they see kids and
parents they know from their neigh-
bourhood, so we as parents know
they are safe, because although they
don’t have direct parental supervis-
ion, they are being supervised. They
play and catch up with new and old
friends.

What is going to replace this vital
social experience for our youth?

Catherine Dennis,
East Oakleigh.

Ripple effect

I ATTENDED, with 500 other resi-
dents, a meeting with our councillors
regarding the Oakleigh pool. What I
realised from the meeting was that
their decision has implications for
all my fellow Monash residents.

I learned, on hot days, there are
already such large numbers attend-
ing MARC that a sun shade has had
to be added to the entrance to shade
queues of people waiting to get in.

I learned that we have one of the
fewest numbers of public-managed
pools.

Finally, I learned the future main-
tenance and development of the
Oakleigh pool could have been re-
ferred to the State Government for
monetary assistance years ago. Yet
nothing was done. This inaction
comes in spite of the fact that just
three years ago the council agreed to
keep the pool open.

My fellow Monash residents, such
poor decision-making will inevitably
affect your services as well.

The council does not know how to
manage itself and the massive rate
rise and queues at MARC are proof
they db not know what they are
doing.

If we want to keep the council
honest and keep its staff servicing
the residents - not just its bean-
counter finance department — please
join our fight.

Those of us fighting for the
Oakleigh pool ask Monash residents
to write to our councillors on this
issue and any other cost-cutting and -
shutting-shop services they are plan-
ning will not be accepted. We elect
councillors to properly manage the
funds and improve our services and
facilities. There are 160,000 of us and
based on how our council is travel-
ling, we deserve better.

Paul Saffigna,
Oakleigh.
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