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Vision short-sighted

IREAD with interest Monash coun-
cillor Gerry Kottek’s vision for a
tram network instead of a train link
from Huntingdale to Rowville via
Monash University.

CrKottek asked the question:
‘‘How much light-rail might you get
for the same money?’’ I believe the
question that Cr Kottek should have
asked is: “Which mode of transport
would be the best economically
viable option to deal with capacity
challenges in the long-term future?”’

The Wellington Road corridor
requires a heavy-rail backbone,
especially for this large area of Mel-
bourne that has been growing for
decades and will grow considerably
more as we head towards 2030.

Overall capacity of a light-rail line
is about one-third of a heavy-rail
line, as a train can carry about 10
times as many passengers as a tram.

I believe any possible cost savings

~ for light-rail would not be economi-
cally sound in the long-term as more
light-rail vehicles would need to be
bought to deal with capacity and
what you’d get in return was travel
times similar to the existing
SmartBus.

A light-rail vision is just as short-
sighted as the SmartBus vision.

Turge Cr Kottek to read the pre-
feasibility study conducted by Knox

- Council in 2004, which concluded
that while light-rail had certain
merits, it would not provide major
travel time improvements.

Matthew Billman, Oaklelgh South

Murky process

TO the community of Oakleigh, in
relation to the Oakleigh pool
decision, I offer to anyone interested
my files, reports, emails, letters,
handwritten notes and anything I
have for their scrutiny. They will
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show a passion, commitment,
manipulation, untruths, bias, etc,
from many who have contributed to
the final outcome. I waited until all
consultations and processes were
concluded before speaking at council
last week.

I supported the vote on the basis
that both CLAG and ALP branch
members, and other members of the
community interested in the site,
were dudded by the previous ALP-
controlled council, which failed to
advise the community in its last term

“of office that it was working on
_another option which did not respect

the former resolution to reinstate the
pool. I am disappointed that only

1.5 per cent of the community
engaged in the [consultation] pro-
cess. I’'m also disappointed that we
are refitting an old pool. I am happy
to see a new pool for toddlers with a

. beached area and some modern

water-play components, and appro-
priate change facilities, heating and
shading. The community appeared
split on the need for a diving pool,
and I would have preferred to see
any forthcoming State Government
funds used to lessen the need for
land sales to fund the pool.
In the end, no matter the means,
the most passionate 1 per cent have
won the day. It is expected the pool
will be completed in 2009. Turge the
silent 99 per cent to use and enjoy
this facility when it arrives, as no one
can doubt that we do indeed have a
unique space in this part of Oakleigh.
Cr Denise McGill
Oaklelgh Ward

Letters should be emailed to
jourmnal@fairfax.com.au or posted to-P.
Box 4305, Wantira South, 3152,
letters for publication must contal
author's name, full address and

telephone number. Preference is give)
concise submissions of 220 wor
less. Published letters may be
reproduced by the Journal.
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Oakleigh's battle to stop the closure of its outdoor pool was won last week, but what
type of person devotes hundreds of hours to saving a community icon? CAMERON
LUCADOU-WELLS spoke to the woman who helped lead the community fight.

MOMASH TouwrJire

(% JTun/e 2007

Non-joiner galvanised

Oakleigh

SEEN by miamy us il savioar
of Chkleigh pool, Community
Life Acison Cimoop's spokies-
winkran Julle Cleaswarer 18
pelistant e

Ms Clearwater waz softly-
SpOkETL EVEn & passIve viice
OF QEpRibgn —— i coninest b
the publee Tuce thit - swepd
ke lemyrhi afler Momash Conn-
cal'd clogun aff die pool lasa
yedr.

Before taking on this pivoial
rode. sl had vworked only
menial jobs and had never
befoae spaken fo the-mediz

v il shedl never heen a
Sjoinestt ol causes and was

mafe  comborable oo the
frenges.
The mmn  reason she

became spolEswuman Wik
becouse the CLATGE website
s set uprot her Buame arpd * it
was et foe e o Ao that
LT

Ehe Fusd wime a joenzalis
left her a messEaze sbe con-
syderedd ol reineming the call
ot af nerves, 'L do find wiglh
tniking b0 miewspapeTs, IF o
b dlifficule 10 express mysalf
Even aakuzp a question Al

Soft-spoken savliomr: libs Clearaster was 8 eluctant mouthpece

far Qakleigh pool suppatas.

colmail ipestsen timss was 4
Tacult.””

But these come oo poind
where s thought she'd s
disdt, anl the canse hecame o
“Fary eonsaamt™ gccupation

U wom were winrking aid
bad 3 Family amd o life, wae
copldn's doie. "

This. moanth, the codneil
backlipped m responss fo
puble peaar, aml eomoyitied

Pichure: Michae! Copn

Shomllion ),  refudhs
Oakleigh pool. Stuppamess
sid  the - copuminmity  was
idebiad 1o'hMs Cleanyaier Tor
her effons, Last week, she
received a h.:||:|r||;|:'|: with i
noles " s e Jor ding bl
ciar By dndn'e have tomse 1o
o

bs Cleapwater gdid il
COMIMUNELY.  reicion,  was
Sembarmssing, bl sabsie

community

fiagt s The camparign hadl been
a Lo efTint, aneluding by the
CLEAG commlnee and sup-
porters who lung blae plasic
bags, blue nblng amd Blss
‘Sve Clnklergh Pool’ signg
aml clebrveped CLAG Tiers.

il e heks e prami=
nenl because e spoken 1o
the papeis a lok barar has been
& comimuniby e,

alsd sakd the camgakgn was
sparied by sponiancous indi-
vidual actions — fike those of
CLAG member  Cotherins
Dennis, wive draped o bape
gl over Warrnpal Boad over-
prass dives Bedore Lt Augusa’s
tide-tuming public messting.

Mz Clearsmter alst rated
Ciakleigh Pomary School, for
s hlue abbhan dsplny and its
icachers wha petrionad spos
clul 1o clingh o hoard

Mow CLAG'S nesln fight 14
over, Ms Cleapwates will leve
o tirie o6 her hasds!

ahe’ll clear her hepd by
TI-iL'!-::'nJ_r Erwitroit m the
ooy s week @k ahe
dlecadies an bor Gpdians

“I"vg Been thinking | imus
dio smething with noy Lz "



News

Fairfax Community Network

SEEN by many as the saviour
of Oakleigh pool, Community
Life Action Group’s spokes-
woman Julie Clearwater is a
reluctant hero.

Ms Clearwater was softly-
spoken, even a passive voice
of opposition — in contrast to
the public fury that swept
Oakleigh after Monash Coun-
cil’s closure of the pool last
year.

Before taking on this pivotal
role, she had worked only
menial jobs and had never
before spoken to the media.

She said she’d never been a
“‘joiner”’ of causes and was
more comfortable on the
fringes.

The main reason she
became spokeswoman was
because the CLAG website
was set up at her home and ““it
was easier for me to do that
work”’,

The first time a journalist
left her a message, she con-
sidered not returning the call
out of nerves. “‘I do find with
talking to newspapers, it can
be difficult to express myself.
Even asking a question at
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Soft-spoken saviour: Julie Clearwater was a reluctant mouthpiece

for Oakleigh pool supporters.

council question time was dif-
ficult.”

But there came a point
where she thought she’d just
do it, and the cause became a
““fairly constant’* occupation.

““If you were working and
had a family and a life, you
couldn’tdo it.”

This month, the council
backflipped in response to
public uproar, and committed
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$6 million to  refurbish
Oakleigh pool. Supporters
said the community was
indebted to Ms Clearwater for
her efforts. Last week, she
received a bouquet with a
note: ““This is for doing what
our family didn’t have time to
do.”

Ms Clearwater said the
community reaction was
‘‘embarrassing, but satisfy-

Oakleigh’s battle to stop the closure of its outdoor pool was won last week, but what
type of person devotes hundreds of hours to saving a community icon? CAMERON
LUCADOQOU-WELLS spoke to the woman who helped lead the community fight.
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Non-joiner galvanised
Oakleigh community

ing’’. The campaign had been
a team effort, including by the
CLAG committee and sup-
porters who hung blue plastic
bags, blue ribbons and blue
‘Save Qakleigh Pool’ signs
and delivered CLAG fliers.

‘“My name has been promi-
nent because I’ve spoken to
the papers a lot, but it has been
a community effort.”

She said the campaign was
sparked by spontaneous indi-
vidual actions — like those of
CLAG member Catherine
Dennis, who draped a huge
sign over Warrigal Road over-
pass days before last August’s
tide-turning public meeting.

Ms Clearwater also rated
Oakleigh Primary School for
its blue ribbon display and its
teachers who petitioned sports
clubs to climb on board.

Now CLAG’s main fight is
over, Ms Clearwater will have
some time on her hands.

She’ll clear her head by
picking kiwifruit in the
country this week as she
decides on her options.

“I’ve been thinking I must
do something with my life.”’
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