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By Cameron Lucadou-Wells

THE Oakleigh pool consultants have
delivered an unsurprising verdict to
Monash Council: the community
wants to keep the Oakleigh pool in its
entirety.

Pool steering committee chairman
Stephen Dimopoulos said the consult-
ant’s ‘report, which analysed sub-
missions from about 1000 people,
delivered a ““clear’” result. '

The public verdict was reinforced
by a 97-page petition presented by
Community Life Action Group at last
Tuesday’s council meeting, and was
what the group has lobbied for since
the council closed the pool in June.

The pool steering committee, which
discussed the consultant’s report on
Friday, is expected to decide on a rec-
ommendation to the council this
week.

Cr Dimopoulos said the committee

‘With the shortage
of water, we should
be building more
public swimming
pools.’

Julie Clearwater

acknowledged CLAG’s “‘strong pres-
ence”’ in the consultations, but ‘‘the
results are still absolutely clear and
absolutely valid”’.

He said the steering committee
wasn’t tied to the report’s results, but
they were a ‘‘very strong indication™’.

Despite the predictable result, he
said the consultation provided unique
insights, such as a diving pool being
most popular with teenagers, and
Oakleigh Recreation Centre users
preferring a water-play area.

He said non-aquatic options for the
site, such as a cafe and open space,
also figured strongly.

CLAG  spokeswoman  Julie
Clearwater said the report confirmed
what the community wanted.

‘T expected that might happen and
that might be the result.”

She said the result carried weight,
but the CLAG’s preferences were
also supported on environmental and
heritage grounds. :

She said one major swimming
centre in Monash wouldn’t be enough
to cater for its growing populationin a
time of dwindling water supplies.

‘‘With the shortage of water, we
should be building more public swim-
ming pools.”
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I REFER to the Speakout article ‘Crtakes up to me to direct me to how I should
swipe at pool group’ (Journal, April 16),  vote.

journal@fairfax.com.au of posted to
PO Box 4305, Wantirma South 3152.
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