-t e .

L TR T R S R

News

Falrfax Community Metwark

WHAT Julie Clearwaier
doesn’t know abant
Ohakleigh prool isn't worth

Fnowimg

Far the past five veors; s
Crakleigh resident as spont
dodens of “emobomlly
deairing’" hours fighting the
clpsure of the astdoar poal

Mz Clexrwatar,  whase
Cogmmuniny. Life  Acten
Giroup (CLAG) hos been
Sl wpkbe OF 8 vocal an-
paipr bo dave the ponl, said
communiies dcross bel-
boammme didis't wank o liese
their Siemniry ponls, :

She recled off the numes of
sumilar  profest groaps o
Haville, Craydii,
| Pakenham, Sumahing,
Foodzorsy ancl ey which
had provided ' *‘maral sup-
piart’” bk CLAG S cause

Mz Cleanwater said
peissbors were Figh becaise
ihe snkes wene high for the
COTMTTNIEY

“e's becase we'ne losing
sometimng, and s ol juss
fosme somathing we have
bt Josing sometting of the
cammuiny, The poal ik
has hat & mw peoe"

This fharve was expided
when Monivsh Cdancil voted
i pemmanently close the
prip] Badt Tuiine.

Hatorg  Bomg,  plscard-

wilving prodasiers cooaded
commsil metnngs, and bee
plastic pibbons. and . ags
wiete e from hoses and
aluops i privdest

People whe msed money
i the P8505 b build the
poal, p= well a3 Olynpic
swmmer Linlsy Frame, for-
mer. {hakleigh  myar
Heatber Fogding, school s
donts - and sports  groups
wobeed support o savig the
pol

A puhlic rally last Awgest
dirended. by at lesst 450
peophe caused the counct] o
capifulase — ansl it decadid
to reoonsider 3 refurbishiod
A-mgtre pool and 3 diving
pool 25 among possible

tiomn fior fue sine.

3 ontscils decksion on
thi sibe's fiare 15 espectad
i1 by, ;

The:  same SOy
acrio s beurg mimorsd i
Blmrpunclab whiee the Goan-
il = fnvesnigating the firae
af ts Crovwden pool

Yosterday, ihe  Sawe
Crovden Dlympic (hitdor
ool (SCO0P) roup odted
1t5 oy o sdhiony SUppaT
fior-the Crowdan proal.

It was closed in Janaary
becauze Margondah Coumel
theaizh it woukl be fegon-
bl fo gonbinne running e

pool, with in excessive
leiks, disring svaker restnic-
tharee

For the fivsd fime in the
aroup’s hislory, prolesties
ware  joined by some
Mioroondah  caancillors —
five of whom have puidicly
expresed iheir support for
the poil.

SCOOP founsdsr Loena
Berger said she believed thas
wiihoul cogmimimaly Sugpon
the council would  have
cliged the poal years ago,

STast week was exioily
Tive vears since we [mmcled
iy Tirst pefition ke spas e
pool T8 has been a lopg five
yenrs, bul fow we lave a
cormmdment frodn he ooun-
<ils

“1 hawve been detenmmned

b s Al ozl s that
thes 15wl fhe coommisity
wintE — w0 it shaiald B b
commumly Wl geis o
mitke the  decision abaut
whather it stays open.”
‘ Momash  Council ol
ECCrINg GOt ¢hairkm
Stophen Dimppodog - said
b conncil had eanved one
ol the muost hasic ol palikeal
[ensons lasr year,

S ever close o posd o
a library ... o thing Lhat
wit leamed kst yesr is pau
definiehy do't oo dar, ™
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Taking action: Oakleigh Previary School pupds Nick, 11, kate,

Waves of public emotion
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Nothing seems to bond a community like the threat to close a
public pool. Why does the loss of pools evoke such outrage?
CAMERON LUCADOU-WELLS and DANIELLE BUTCHER report.

|1, Nicki, 11, &nd Spencer, 10, kang biue fbbons to save

Dakleigh poal’ last year,

Bur keeping Oaklzigh pl
aflont was & finunceal lead-
acha, Mivor Tom blarrmssy
s the conmail Bad investod
he=riily in swinEming poaks,
such ad the §17.5 million
Blomash Aqueatic mnid Fec-
reibiom  Centre i Calen
Wiverhey s the posd under

Pictures; Lucy O Paslo

congtruetion in the Chedon
Community Centre

He saidl MARC S aivend-
ances ware o the rese b
TEOOMY annikal visitations,
and 1he cEnre penemted’ o
financinl sumius, Calklengh
P s wibenclarces: had fallen
g 15,00 visits b the
20050 o

Cr Morrissey sail *hun-
afreds of thousamds™ of dol-
&g hnd been spent an
Cikleigh puol's sl rAsiEuc-
ture 1 thee peet Bk yesaes

Mz Cleapwaicr  sned
campatgneds were fighting
apaingt  the. wviesw that
Chakleagh  pool shoald
iy i way T, S Onci vear
ol mid b hisy dil year

She aaid  the takleigh
Loy just waaded o
keep. 18 humble  outdaor
i,

She sapd she wasn'l sur-
prised B the diversity. of
peeople fighisng o fecain the
poal

Wl liexs suprperiscd e 1s
ihe obder residents whn've
aakl. I won's wme it buf we
need  this pool for our
L
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Nothing seems to bond a community like the threat to close a

public pool. Why does the loss of pools evoke such outrage?
CAMERON LUCADOU-WELLS and DANIELLE BUTCHER report.

WHAT Julie Clearwater
doesn’t  know about
Oakleigh pool isn’t worth
knowing.

For the past five years, the
Oakleigh resident has spent
dozens of ‘‘emotionally
draining’’ hours fighting the
closure of the outdoor pool.

Ms Clearwater, whose
Community Life Action
Group (CLAG) has been
““the voice’’ of a vocal cam-
paign to save the pool, said
communities across Mel-
boume didn’t want to lose
their community pools.

She reeled off the names of
similar protest groups in
Seville, Croydon,
Pakenham, Sunshine,
Footscray and Fitzroy which
had provided ‘‘moral sup-
port”’ to CLAG’s cause.

Ms  Clearwater  said
passions were high because
the stakes were high for the
community.

“It’s because we’re losing
something, and it’s not just
losing something we have
but losing something of the
community. The pool issue
has hit a raw nerve.”’

This nerve was exposed
when Monash Council voted
to permanently close the
pool last June.

Before long, placard-

waving protesters crowded
council meetings, and blue
plastic ribbons and bags
were hung from houses and
shops in protest.

People who raised money
in the 1950s to build the
pool, as well as Olympic
swimmer Linley Frame, for-
mer  Oakleigh  mayor
Heather Norling, school stu-
dents and sports groups
voiced support for saving the
pool.

A public rally last August
attended by at least 450
people caused the council to
capitulate — and it decided
to reconsider a refurbished
50-metre pool and a diving
pool as among possible
options for the site.

The council’s decision on
the site’s future is expected
in May.

The same -~ community
action is being mirrored in
Maroondah where the coun-
cil is investigating the future
of the Croydon pool.

Yesterday, the Save
Croydon Olympic Outdoor
Pool (SCOOP) group hosted
its own rally to show support
for the Croydon pool.

It was closed in January
because Maroondah Council
thought it would be irrespon-
sible to continue running the

Civic bonding: Protesters rally to the pool days after Monash Council announces its closure.

pool, with. its excessive
leaks, during water restric-
tions.

For the first time in the
group’s history, protesters
were joined by some
Maroondah councillors —
five of whom have publicly
expressed their support for
the pool.

SCOOP founder Lorna
Berger said she believed that
without community support
the council would have
closed the pool years ago.

‘‘Last week was exactly
five years since we launched
the first petition to save the
pool. It has been a long five
years, but now we have a
commitment from the coun-
cil.

““I have been determined

to make the council see that
this is what the community
wants — so it should be the
community who gets to
make the decision about
whether it stays open.”
" Monash Council pool
steering committee chairman
Stephen Dimopoulos said
the council had learned one
of the most basic of political
lessons last year.

““You never close a pool or
a library ... one thing that
we learned last year is you
definitely don’t do that.”’

Taking action: Oakleigh Primary Schoroi'pupils Ni;n, 11, Jade,

11, Nidhi, 11, and Spencer, 10, hang blue ribbons to ‘save

Oakleigh pool’ last year.

But keeping Oakleigh pool
afloat was a financial head-
ache. Mayor Tom Morrissey
said the council had invested
heavily in swimming pools,
such as the $17.5 million
Monash Aquatic and Rec-
reation Centre in Glen
Waverley and the pool under
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construction in the Clayton
Community Centre.

He said MARC’s attend-
ances were on the rise, to
780,000 annual visitations,
and the centre generated a
financial surplus. Oakleigh
pool’s attendances had fallen
to 15,000 visits by the
2005-06 season.

Cr Morrissey said ““hun-
dreds of thousands’ of dol-
lars had been spent on
Oakleigh pool’s infrastruc-
ture in the past 10 years.

Ms  Clearwater said
campaigners were fighting
against the view that
Oakleigh  pool  should
“‘pay its way’’, be open year
round and be busy all year,

She said the Oakleigh
community just wanted to
keep its humble outdoor
pool.

She said she wasn’t sur-
prised by the diversity of
people fighting to retain the
pool.

““What has surprised me is
the older residents who’ve
said, ‘I won’t use it, but we
need this pool for our
kjds!.’7




