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Public in favour
of pool revamp

&y Camenon Lecadou-Walls

A HBRUALY cross-section of
Cokdesgh's communily wan
the retenting and repatr o
Dakleigh's pool, despite cloonms
by ihe council o new poal
wimild hrve a longer life.

The message from residents
al an Oakleigh pool stake-
hodders” mevtmg last Thursday
wias the same aa that delivensd
at ka5t Anigust's pable meeting
— which led the coumetl b
embirk upon ooy Coa-
sublation on the poal's fomre

Antenhing the stakeholders®
meeting lasl week wene aboui
M) representnbives of commu-
mfy groaps, mcludeig schools,
sporting groups, Comimunity
Life Action Group. Monash
Eatepayers Associaticn  and
Momash  Youth Referenoe
Lol

Four options fior the Oaklesgh
ool were presented o the pab-
Iz for discuszion. and there was
an crverwhelming censen=is for
one: o rehahbilitated 50-meoire
o] ard i ing ol

The maponty also urged for

Have a seat?; The pool has l‘lEEi-'l
it to clelenots,

ihe inclusion of & shallow-abler
poal for sendoes and children

A 25-metre replacement pood
of a splash pad water park
gached hitle support
Lommomly.  Life  Acbon
molp  apokeswoman  Julie
Clearwuter was pleased the
counell  was  ponsulting  the
cOMmeity

“People were overwhelm-
nghy m {evour of keeping mn

ausdoor poal.
She sl ghe was imally eon-
cermed cOmEmEnity - Eroups

would be fwayed by o “'nega-
e mircduchon o ihe meet-
ing by council officers Don
Carseron and lan Swan ond
auatic  cormultant  Sichacl
King.

Mr Cameron sasd a rehahili-
tafed pool vweould lest 25 year
compared 10 8 new pools life-
time of S yemrs

e pong wamed the commu-
nity had w choose o pool that
was suitable for the next 40
vears. Chairman of the coun
cil’s pool setring commitie:
Stephen Dimopoialos said the
mestmgs suecess had resiored
the commumity’s faith m the
copsuliion prsoess

“1 just zar hack and felt o
weiph Lift off imy shoubders, zs
I saw comrmanity members
take some resporsibiling off ws
amd inkz ownership ™

Wniten submissions  for
Oaklelgh pool™s futire close
mnt Monday

The formal public consul
txion process Conbmues wilh
speak-ouis next manil, with a
final repori delivered 1o the
couancil by My

MowAsn Jourwvae g Fes 207 News

Brighter future?: esieigh communiy groups inapect the pool =te
fist Thursay.

BRANDDMN Park Residers
Achan Gmup has been
buoyed by & um‘l‘t'.sng,l

TR T R Nt e

than & kdfomete away.
"Thee heat showld be an
the counoll fo argue siungly The State Government

Fewer at
the pool
In summer

ATTERDANCES at Monash Aquatic
Racreation Centre have decreased this
saiftmes, despibe the closuwe of
Dakleigh poal last June

Patrehags |n Dedembar was shoot
&2,000, deswn by 4500 in he comes-
pongang penod of (&5 e,

The councll |5 expecting Januan's
figures to be 4000 less than the
comasponding fime last year,

Morsash Mayor Tom Mamizsey said
alterelances, ospacially an weekands,
were drhen Dy peevalling woather
conditions,

"The effiect of the closun: of the
Dakleigh pool canngt be assessed
with any accurEcy "

Waather bureau figiees for these
manths far Moarabbin Airpart
shire linle diffenince in average
teimperatiunes 1oe (he pasi teo
LTS,

Decembar 2006 had a alightly
cooler varage emperaiyes (25
degrees) bo Depembar 2007 (36.5),
Jarmuary 2008's avemgs was sightly
winrrr (27,47 than lanuarg 2006 (27
desgresti), But thent was |ess rainfai
[73.2 millimetres) betwsen Docember
and Januaty compamd with the
prEviDes summes [ 14 7,2 millimétes),

Cammunity Life Acthon Group
sposeswoman Julie Cleanwater sali
=5t hriw former Gaklelgh pool ises
wihio still didn't fo to the MARC, bus
waag melictant 10 draw furlher signifi-

Picturn: Lucy DI Peslo  cance from the figurss,

Govt urged to donate land

Clayion Wesi and Dakjegn
South prmiry schopls.
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- Public in favour

- of pool revamp

By Cameron Lucadou-Wells

A BROAD cross-section of
Oakleigh’s community want
the retention and repair of
Oakleigh’s pool, despite claims
by the council a new pool
would have a longer life.

The message from residents
at an Oakleigh pool stake-
holders” meeting last Thursday
was the same as that delivered
at last August’s public meeting
— which led the council to
embark upon community con-
sultation on the pool’s future.

Attending the stakeholders’
meeting last week were about
50 representatives of commu-
nity groups, including schools,
sporting groups, Community
Life Action Group, Monash
Ratepayers Association and
Monash Youth Reference
Group.

Four options for the Oakleigh
pool were presented to the pub-
lic for discussion, and there was
an overwhelming consensus for
one: a rehabilitated 50-metre
pool and diving pool.

The majority also urged for

Have a seat?: The poo! has been
left to detenorate.

the inclusion of a shallow-water
pool for seniors and children.

A 25-metre replacement pool
or a splash pad water park
gained little support.

Community Life Action
Group spokeswoman Julie
Clearwater was pleased the
council was consulting the
community.

‘‘People were overwhelm-
ingly in favour of keeping an
outdoor pool.””

She said she was initially con-
cerned community groups

would be swayed by a ‘“‘nega-
tive”” introduction to the meet-
ing by council officers Don
Cameron and lan Swan and
aquatic consultant Michael
King.

Mr Cameron said a rehabili-
tated pool would last 25 years,
compared to a new pool’s life-
time of 50 years.

Mr King warned the commu-
nity had to choose a pool that
was suitable for the next 40
years. Chairman of the coun-
cil’s pool steering committee
Stephen Dimopoulos said the
meeting’s success had restored
the community’s faith in the
consultation process.

““I just sat back and felt a
weight lift off my shoulders, as
1 saw community members
take some responsibility off us
and take ownership.”

~ Written  submissions  for
Oakleigh pool’s future close
next Monday.

The formal public consul-
tation process continues with
speak-outs next month, with a
final report delivered to the
council by May.
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| Fewer at
§ the pool
# In summer

ATTENDANCES at Monash Aquatic
Recreation Centre have decreased this
summer, despite the closure of
Oakleigh pool last June.

Patronage in December was about
62,000, down by 4500 in the corres-
ponding period of last year.

The council is expecting January’s
figures to be 4000 less than the
corresponding time last year.

Monash Mayor Tom Morrissey said
attendances, especially on weekends,
were driven by prevailing weather
conditions.

“The effect of the closure of the
Oakleigh pool cannot be assessed
with any accuracy.”

Weather bureau figures for these
months for Moorabbin Airport
show little difference in average
temperatures for the past two
summers. -

December 2006 had a slightly
cooler average temperature (25
degrees) to December 2007 (26.5).
January 2006’s average was slightly
warmer (27.4) than January 2005 (27
degrees).But there was less rainfall
(73.2 millimetres) between December
and January compared with the
previous summer (127.4 millimetres).

Community Life Action Group
spokeswoman Julie Clearwater said
she knew former Oakleigh pool users
who still didn’t go to the MARC, but
was reluctant to draw further signifi-
cance from the figures.

(Govt urged to donate land

BRANDON Park Residents
Action Group has been
buquq t_>y a university

Brighter future?: Oakleigh community groups inspect the pool site
last Thursday. ’ Picture: Lucy DI Paolo

than a kilometre away.
“The heat should be on
the council to argue strongly

Clayton West and Oakleigh
South primary schools.
The State Government



