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Hundreds attend rally to get their message across

Pool: ‘hearus

By Cameron Lucadou-Wells

HOPES for a fure Cakleigh pool
were boosted in the wake of 4 strong
public fumout on Thursday night 1o
saye the aqaic cenlye,

Beven Monash councillors were
given a clear meazage, amsd cheers,
Jeere and heckling, by at least 450 poal
quppaters crowdimg Opkleigh Hall,
They wanted the poal to reinain open
of be replaced by a comparahle alterna-
e

Coungillors Charlotie  Baines,
Stephen Dimopoulos, Paul Klizars,
Gerry. Kotiek, Geoff Lake, Demise
Mcledl and: Dane Manse were also
EIVED' A sharp mesaape that resideniz
should ve been consulted before the
decigion 10 olose the pool was mades m
June,

Some of the supporters who spoke
were old friends of the pool, pmong
them ex=-Ciakleiph mavor ]-Ita.lh.n:.r
Sorling.

Mz Norling. wha helped raise funds
m s 18508 for the pool’s constmic-
bon. said she would fight (o wop the
{nEs of Oakdeieh s fistar:
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HOPES for & fumre Opkilegh pool
were boosted in the wike of & sTong
pubilic fumout oo Thunsday might 1o
sy the squatic centre

Seven Monash councillors were
given & clear message, amid cheers,
jeers and heckling, by at least 430 pool
supporters crowding Oaklesgh Hall
They wanted the pool o remsin apen
or b replaced by a comparable phemd-
e

Coancillors Charbptts: Hasmes
Stepben Dimopoules; Paul Klisans
Cierry Koftek, Cheoff Loke, [hemuse
McCill and Dane Manzie were alao
given 8 sharp message thal residents
hould have been consuiied before the
decision o clow the pool whs msde m
Fuine

Bome of the supporiers. who spoke
were old frieads of the pool, among
them ex-Dukleigh mayor Heather
[eorlmg

M Morling, who helped rmise funds
in the 1950z for the pool’s constna
ihon, said she woubd fight o stop the
[ of Diakiengh”s lustory

*| deplore the lack of consultation,"
ghe sail. “*Please don’t let them get
way with ik

hnother orignal pool fmd-raser,
Dz Loveless, who was one of " 10K
children’ who doprnocked and orgamn
e events 10 rise money 10 baild the
pool, implaned the council 1o find the
momey 1o fi it

*We wirrked our hacksades off o g=t
that pool, but this coancil, fiall of leth-
argy, is saying 108 all foo band.

I money has to be spent o upgrade
it and get it right, then do "

He =aid pool stcodances could be
baalf wp with matiabive and moovaive
mearketmg.

Groups such 2z the Save Sunshine
Pool action group. Oakleygh-Cameme
RS1, Clayton Pirunhas Swimoing
Chub, Oakleigh Dragons Jumior Foot-
baill Chby sinsd parpils. o ceardy: pri-
mary amd secondary schools also
allicd fo the cxse

Councillors mitally resisted calls
froxn the crowwd o address the meetimg
Cr Dimopoulos eventially rose and

odd the crowd the councillon wele
there to [isien anly. *'We're nol speak-
ing, not because we'ne disinteresied but
because wee're hete to lmten.”

ln the mesting's wake, Cr
Dimopoulos, who is on the stecring
committes considering the Cakleagh
pool site"s future, loft the dooe opon foe
s fiure Oakleigh poal

He said although the comimitiee was
Shpmstrung”” inte excluding & pool
fromn its firtore plans, puslic pressun
may vet influence the council to
chinpe its mind

CONTINUED PAGE 3

Making 2 splash: Nina and Ashieigh sigral thew suppon far Dakleigh poal,

Fighting on: Meatner Nording mae from her haspital bed to
address thie meeting
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Hearty protest: Jayden and Darcy raly for the pool.
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Hundreds
rally to
save pool
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Plans for the site are
expected to be released
publicly next month and
could involve the mail-out
of information packs and
surveys to Oakleigh house-
holds.

Surprised by how broad
the support for the pool
was, Cr Dimopoulos said
decisive survey feedback in
support of an Oakleigh
pool may sway the council.

Cr Klisaris said he
observed the “‘passion and
drive of the community”’,
and the meeting’s résol-
ution showed the council’s
decision was ‘‘not reflec-
tive of the needs of the
community’’.

Councillors who voted
for the pool’s closure also
noted the strength of com-
munity wrath.

Cr Manzie said the com-
munity shared his concerns
about the health problems
with the current pool, and
they would be prepared to
wait — at least two years
— until funds were avail-
able for a heated replace-
ment.

Cr Baines said the meet-
ing gave a clear indication
that the community wanted
a pool.

Cr Lake said he found
parts of the meeting
““touching”’, but the coun-
cil had an obligation to all
Monash ratepayers, not just

. those who lived near the

pool.
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Pool is all we want

WHAT can I say that hasn’t already
been said? Oakleigh pool was built
with money raised by the commu-
nity, so how the pool can be taken
away from the community with its
wonderful history lost is beyond
me.

T am not happy at the prospect of
having to travel and queue outside
my nearest aquatic centre in Glen
Waverley in summer, being forced to
drive my children, which to me is

ludicrous. Where do our young
people go as more and more rec-
reation areas are taken away from
them and their community is broken
down by bureaucrats who put profits
before people?

Surely the pool must be seen as a
further asset to the adjoining
QOakleigh Recreational Centre.

Jumping off the diving boards and
getting themselves to the edge of the
pool and out again has done wonders
for my children’s confidence and
helped them in swimming skills
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more than any swimming programs
they have taken part in.

All people I speak with, young and
old, don’t want a fancy aquatic
centre or a totally dysfunctional
splash pad.

They just want the Oakleigh pool
restored and its history to remain so
the community can still come
together to enjoy the benefits of this
wonderful pool for years to come.

Helen Law, Mount Waverley

Bad precedent

AS aresident of Wheelers Hill who
has access to the Monash Aquatic
and Recreation Centre, I am not sig-
nificantly affected by the decision to
close Oakleigh pool.

My concern is rather about the lack
of consultation in arriving at the
decision.

The decision to close the pool
directly affects 30,000 residents who
live in Oakleigh. But the process
undertaken by council to arrive at the
decision directly affects the entire

- 160,000 residents of Monash.

Both Mayor Joy Banerji and

"Qakleigh’s Cr Stephen Dimopoulos

have admitted that the process lacked

adequate community consultation.
The only councillors who are sup-

porting the pool closure other than

| Oakleigh’s Cr Denise McGill are

those who do not represent Oakleigh
and are not directly affected by the
decision. What right have these
councillors got to dictate what
should happen in Oakleigh?

If Monash residents allow this
decision to proceed, they are
effectively giving Monash council
the authority to make major
decisions in future without consult-
ing residents.

I find the offer of consultation affer
the decision insulting.

While I am sorry Oakleigh resi-
dents are losing their pool, I am far

more upset that residents in Monash
are losing their right to be heard.
Today it’s about Oakleigh pool,
tomorrow it could be the Wheelers
Hill library, a Clayton development ,
a Glen Waverley preschool, an open-
space issue in Mount Waverley ora
Mulgave neighbourhood house.
David Dickens, Wheelers Hill Action
Group spokesman

Survey too narrow

IT was reported that a survey was
taken of about 350 residents of
Monash about the services provided
by the council.

Is this a joke?

From the entire formerly Waverley

-area together with the portion of

Oakleigh which was tagged on and is
now called Monash, a sample is
taken of a microscopic minority of
350 residents, not ratepayers, and
this is played up as if all the people
of Monash or 89 per cent of them are
satisfied with the administration.

Of course, Paul Klisaris goes to
town boasting ‘ ‘the vast majority of
the Monash community is happy
with the services and facilities we
provide’’. It must be remembered
there is a difference between *‘resi-
dents’’ and “‘ratepayers’’ and we do
have some councillors who are only
resident but not ratepayers.

Let’s look at some matters which
concern Monash ratepayers:

m The Peak issue.

m The furore created by the council’s

decision to close Oakleigh pool.

m Lip-service from the council about

regulating poker machines.

m The deadlock created by the coun-

cil with regard to the use of Oakleigh

and Clayton Senior Citizens’ halls.

m The action of the council to

increase rates by 9 per cent while all

around us the rise is about half that.
Morley Pereira,

Glen Waverley




