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THE Oakleigh pool will be eald
comfort for swimmers this summer
with the pool facing possible shut-
downs on hot days

Monash Couneil tgld the Feeder last
weels that the pool's Altration system
woluld struggle to cope as patronage
increased in searing heat.

New Monash Mayor Joy Banerji
said the council would closely moni-
tor the pool's water guality.

“IF water guality cannof be main-
tained within health regulations, the
pool will be closed until the water
recovers,” Cr Banerjl said

It a further blow, Cr Banerji also
said none of the prasent infrastruc
ture at the 49-vearold ponl zite was
“salvageahle™

The pool has faced an uncertain
future since 2002, when the Commu-
nity Life Action Group (CLAG) led &
campaign to save it from closure

Cr Banerji said the council would

refurblish the unheated pool and con-
firmed it was a “leading priority® for
the new councillors.

The couneil already has $1.5 million
st azide in its budget for works at the
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pool in
hot water

need to spend at least 34 million to-

Park Rd complex. But that price could
jump to 310 million for an indoors
outdoor complex with heated pools,
which is favoured by the Oakleigh
Pool Steering Committes.

New Oakleigh ward Cr Gerry Kottek
anid the eost difference betwsen what
the council had allecated and what
was needed was “hupge”

“88 million is a big gap,” Cr Kottek
said.

“We need a fcllity that is safe and
healthy."” .

Prior to the election, the Dakleigh
Pool Steering Committes, which in-
cluded Cr Stephen Dimopoulos, had
“made some pogress” on a master
plan for the site

Despite a hefty price tag, Cr
Dimopoulos said a heated indoor pool
was the way forwanrd,

“Unfortumately, outdoor pools don't
attract a lol people. There aren't
enough hot dayvs,” Cr Dimopoulos
said.

“Let's not forget that it was bullt in
1956 and if the previous council had
maintained i we would be in a better
shape,

“Idon't think it's good enough to say
let’s not. do anything'. We can do
something.™



