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aim, although blending is certainly

Australian invention. Blends are l

PICTURE: JAMES BODDINGTON

Heritage listing for
‘brutal’ Holt centre

By PETER KER

AS TF naming a swimming pool
after a drowned man was not
ironic enough. Now Malvern'’s
Harold Holt Swim Centre has
been added to the Victorian Heri-
tage Register in what architects
have described as “a celebration
of concrete”.

The favourite haunt of winter
swimmers earned its protection
after it was nominated as one of
the state’s prime examples of
“brutalist” architecture.

Although “brutalism’” was
distinguished by its functionality,
Victorian Heritage Register chair-
woman Chris Gallagher said it
was a genuine art form.

“People debate the aesthetics
of brutalism . .. but nonetheless
it's an important movement,”’
she said. “It was a completely

.new way of doing things: very

functional, very blocky, concrete
solid, stark and functional.”

The pool, designed in 1966 to
replace the existing Malvern
baths built in 1926, was named
after then prime minister and
local MP Harold Holt in 1967
when he drowned near Portsea.

The decision has created
uncertainty for the Stonnington

Why have h.eY herituge.
listed the Harold Holt
poet? They dont want it
o disappear

Sy

Council’s planned $7 million
redevelopment of the site.

Councillor Claude Ullin wel-
comed the move but said it could
increase costs: “Every time we
want to make an alteration we
have to go back to Heritage Vic-
toria, and that takes time.”

The State Government has
contributed $500,000 to the
redevelopment, and Planning
Minister Rob Hulls would not
rule out further help. He denied
the Government had again
focused on Melbourne's inner
east at the expense of western
suburbs.

LINK
» www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/
lifestyle/ sport/aquatics/ haroldholt

West'’s pool drought misery

By GEOFF STRONG

THE swimming pool drought in
Melbourne’s west appears set
to continue following revel-
ations that a solid commitment
to build a new 50-metre pool in
Sunshine has not been given.

Although Brimbank Council
on Friday voted to end its policy
of turning the existing outdoor
pool into a shopping centre, the
devil was in the detail.

Several hundred pool sup-
porters stood in rain yesterday
to hear that the State Govern-
ment had committed to fund-
ing only $1.48 million of the
estimated $9.5 million project.

Union leader Martin King-
ham described as “Stalinist”’
the Brimbank Council, which
has refused to repair or rebuild
the outdoor pool that has lain
cracked and empty for 14 years.

Following a community and
union picket on Tuesday to stop
demolition of the old outdoor
pool, the council voted to
renege on the contract for an
adjacent new indoor pool
centre, prompting State Sports

Protesters braved rain yesterday to fight for Sunshine’s pool.

and Recreation Minister Justin
Madden to intervene and urge
the council to go ahead with
the indoor project.

On Friday the council
agreed but also resolved to seek
a 100 per cent subsidy from the
state to cover for the outdoor
pool costs, estimated at $3 mil-
lion. Yesterday, Mr Madden'’s
media adviser, Brent Hooley,
said the council had been told it
would not get more than a third
of the cost of the pool. “That’s
all we ever fund,” he said.

PICTURE: JOE CASTRO

Local activists and union
officials have vowed to keep
pressure on the council and the
State Government in the lead
up to the November election.

The Sunshine pool issue
gained publicity in January
when The Age revealed Sun-
shine had just one 25-metre
pool for 65,000 people. It was
claimed that in a five-kilometre
radjus around the easternr sub-
urbs of Camberwell and Ash-
burton there were 26 pools
(including private centres).
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By GEOFF STRONG

THE swimming pool drought in
Melbourne’s west appears set
to continue following revel-
ations that a solid commitment
to build a new 50-metre pool in
Sunshine has not been given.

Although Brimbank Council
on Friday voted to end its policy
of turning the existing outdoor
pool into a shopping centre, the
devil was in the detail.

Several hundred pool sup-
porters stood in rain yesterday
to hear that the State Govern-
ment had committed to fund-
ing only $1.48 million of the
estimated $9.5 million project.

Union leader Martin King-
ham described as “Stalinist”
the Brimbank Council, which
has refused to repair or rebuild
the outdoor pool that has lain
cracked and empty for 14 years.

Following a community and
union picket on Tuesday to stop
demolition of the old outdoor
pool, the council voted to
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Protesters hraved rain yesterday to fight for Sunshine’s pool.

and Recreation Minister Justin
Madden to intervene and urge
the council to go ahead with
the indoor project.

On Friday the council
agreed but also resolved to seek
a 100 per cent subsidy from the
state to cover for the outdoor
pool costs, estimated at $3 mil-
lion. Yesterday, Mr Madden’s
media adviser, Brent Hooley,
said the council had been told #
would not get more thana third
of the cost of the pool. “That’s
all we ever fund,” he said.
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Local activists and union
officials have vowed to keep
pressure on the council and the
State Government in the lead
up to the November election.

The Sunshine pool issue
gained publicity in January
when The Age revealed Sun-
shine had just one 25-metre
pool for 65,000 people. It was
claimed that in a five-kilometre
radius around the eastern sub-
urbs of Camberwell and Ash-
burton there were 26 pools
(including private centres).
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